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The Town of East Greenbush
225 Columbia Turnpike, Rensselaer, New York 12144

TOWN BOARD MINUTES
PUBLIC HEARING
October 20, 2021
To view a recording of the full meeting, please visit Town Hall Streams link below:
https://townhallstreams.com/stream.php?location_id=119&id=40472
The following is a summary of the Town Board Public Hearing as recorded by the Town Clerk.

Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Town Board Meeting:

6:00 PM

Members of Town Board
Present Absent
Supervisor J. Conway
Councilor T. Tierney
Councilor H. Kennedy
Councilor R. Matters
Councilor B. Fritz
Schedule of Meeting:
73933
Town of East Greenbush

TOWN OF EAST GREENBUSH
TOWN BOARD MEETING
October 20, 2021
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CONSOLIDATION OF FOUR TOWN OF
EAST GREENBUSH SEWER DISTRICTS, TO WIT: GENERAL SEWER DISTRICT;
HAMPTON MANOR SEWER DISTRICT; COUSE SEWER DISTRICT; AND THIRD
AVENUE SEWER DISTRICT INTO ONE CONSOLIDATED SEWER DISTRICT
SUBJECT TO THE COMPLETION OF PROCEEDINGS PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 17A OF THE GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
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WHEREAS, there exists within the Town of East Greenbush four sewer districts, and
related extensions, to wit: General Sewer District; Hampton Manor Sewer District, Couse Sewer
District; and Third Avenue Sewer District; and,
WHEREAS, the aforesaid four sewer districts and related sewer district extensions have
been created for similar purposes; and,
WHEREAS, the Town Board on the 15th day of September, 2021 adopted a Resolution
and Order, to give notice of a Public Hearing pursuant to the provisions of Article 17-A of the
General Municipal Law of the State of New York to be held at the East Greenbush Town Hall on
the 20th day of October, 2021 at 6:00 o’clock p.m. for the purpose of hearing all persons upon
the question of consolidating the four sewer districts and related sewer district extensions of the
Town of East Greenbush, to wit: General Sewer District; Hampton Manor Sewer District, Couse
Sewer District; and Third Avenue Sewer District into a single consolidated sewer district; and,
WHEREAS, the Town Board wishes to plan for the future needs of the Town and its
residents and businesses; to consolidate services; to reduce the amount of administrative services
and costs within the sewer districts and the extensions; to increase the financial base of the sewer
districts and the extensions in order to obtain a reduction in interest rates on any anticipated
borrowing; to distribute costs more evenly and to establish fair and reasonable rates for services;
and
WHEREAS, should consolidation be approved all expenses for any existing debt and
future debt repayment for any capital charges for the four sewer districts and related extensions
shall be imposed annually among all parcels or any additional parcels contained within the
consolidated sewer district by the imposition of a $100.00 fee per equivalent dwelling unit for
the first year of consolidation based upon present budgetary calculations and then adjusted
annually thereafter, if necessary; the number of equivalent dwelling units for each parcel within
the consolidated sewer district shall be determined from the Schedule of Assessment Units for
each property type and is attached hereto as Exhibit A; and
WHEREAS, in the event of consolidation expenses for operation and maintenance for
the four sewer districts and related extensions shall be imposed annually among all parcels or
any additional parcels contained within the consolidated sewer district as follows: $2.87 per 100
cf metered water use; $3.84 per 1000 gallons metered water use; $40.17 minimum use up to
1400 cf or 10,500 gallons; and $45.91 flat rate for unmetered water use; each customer shall pay
for 100 cf or 1000 gallons consumed, but if less than 1400 cf or less than 10,500 gallons then the
minimum rate shall apply no matter the volume consumed; and,
WHEREAS, the Town Board and Town Clerk have caused, as required by law, to be
posted and published, the Notice of Public Hearing pursuant to the provisions of the aforesaid
Article 17-A of the General Municipal Law; and,
WHEREAS, the Town Board conducted the Public Hearing on the 20th day of October,
2021 to consider the consolidation of the stated four sewer districts and related sewer district
extensions into a single consolidated sewer district at which time all persons interested in the
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same were afforded ample opportunity to be heard and speak in support of or in opposition to the
proposed consolidation; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board has carefully reviewed the issues associated with the
consolidation of the aforesaid four sewer districts and the related sewer district extensions.
NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby resolved that this Town Board acting pursuant to the
provisions of Section 754 of the General Municipal Law of the State of New York does hereby
consolidate the four sewer districts and related sewer district extensions of the Town of East
Greenbush, to wit: General Sewer District; Hampton Manor Sewer District, Couse Sewer
District; and Third Avenue Sewer District into a single consolidated sewer district, said
consolidation to be effective January 1, 2022 and upon such consolidation does hereby further
determine as follows:
1.

This Resolution is adopted pursuant to the provisions of Article 17-A of the
General Municipal Law of the State of New York.

2. All steps required by the provisions of Article 17-A of the General Municipal Law
have been carried out in relation to this consolidation.
3. It is in the public interest to consolidate the aforesaid four sewer districts and related
sewer district extensions as set forth herein and as set forth in the Joint Consolidation
Agreement into one consolidated sewer district.
4. All property and assets of the aforesaid four sewer districts and related sewer district
extensions shall become the property and assets of the new consolidated sewer
district.
5. All property of the existing four sewer districts and related sewer district extensions
shall become the property of the consolidated sewer district, and the consolidated
sewer district shall assume and pay for the indebtedness of each of the existing four
sewer districts and related sewer district extensions as if such indebtedness had been
incurred subsequent to this consolidation.
6. All expenses for operation and maintenance shall be paid as set forth within this
resolution and revised annually, if necessary, by resolution after a public hearing
conducted after notice duly given pursuant to the Town Law of the State of New
York.
7. All expenses for capital charges arising from any existing and future indebtedness
shall be paid as set forth within this resolution and revised annually, if necessary, by
resolution after a public hearing conducted after notice duly given pursuant to the
Town Law of the State of New York.
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8. The Schedule of Assessment Units may be revised annually, if necessary, by
resolution after a public hearing conducted after notice duly given pursuant to the
Town Law of the State of New York.
9. The consolidated sewer district shall be known as the Town of East Greenbush
Consolidated General Sewer District.
10. The Joint Consolidation Agreement between the Town of East Greenbush and the
four sewer districts and related sewer district extensions is approved, and the Town
Supervisor is authorized to execute the same.
11. The Town Clerk is hereby directed within ten (10) days after the adoption of this
Resolution to cause a certified copy of this final resolution to be filed in the
Rensselaer County Clerk’s Office and in the office of the New York State
Comptroller at Albany, New York.
12. The Town of East Greenbush Consolidated General Sewer District boundaries are as
set forth in Exhibit B annexed hereto.
Supervisor Conway – Explained the current four (4) existing sewer districts. Mentioned there
was a reason for when they were created with each having their own debt service. Indicated all
districts have paid off their district debt service. Stated the plan for the consolidated sewer
district is that all residents will pay the same user rate and tax rate.
William F. Ryan, Jr., Esq. – Also described merging the four (4) sewer districts into one (1)
consolidated sewer district and the timeline of this process. Noted the new consolidated sewer
district will be on a benefit basis – the more you use the more you will pay. Operation &
Maintenance (O&M) will be based upon usage as well.
Tracey Ledder, Delaware Engineering – Presented the map, plan and report and further described
the new consolidated sewer district, and also the differences with residential and commercial.
Please see presentation attached.
Also attached, Exhibit A (Summary of Joint Consolidation Agreement) and
Exhibit B (Description of geographic boundaries.)
Councilor Tierney and Councilor Matters – Addressed their comments/questions.

Open Public Privilege:
Resident, David Terpening, addressed his comments to the Town Board.
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ADJOURNMENT – 6:51 PM
Motion to adjourn was duly moved by Supervisor Conway and seconded by Councilor Tierney
and brought to a vote resulting as follows:
Supervisor J. Conway
VOTED: YES
Councilor T. Tierney
VOTED: YES
Councilor H. Kennedy
VOTED: YES
Councilor R. Matters
VOTED: YES
Councilor B. Fritz
VOTED: YES
Respectfully submitted,
Ellen Pangburn, Town Clerk
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TOWN OF EAST GREENBUSH

SEWER DISTRICT CONSOLIDATION
& RATE RESTRUCTURING
Public Hearing Presentation

Wednesday, October 20, 2021

Sewer District Consolidation & Rate Restructuring

INTRODUCTION

Why is the Town doing this?
• The Town’s sewer infrastructure is unnecessarily challenging with four sewer
districts and related extensions.
• These sewer districts all send wastewater to the Town-owned wastewater
treatment plant (WWTP)
• The Town’s sewer infrastructure is difficult to manage from both an
administrative as well as capital, operations and maintenance perspective
• The methods for allocating costs among the districts and rate structures vary
for historic reasons not applicable today, and as a result inequities in the
revenues generated from various users have been identified
• Consolidation and rate restructuring will create a new, standardized,
transparent rate structure for all users in the new consolidated sewer district
and an equitable distribution of costs
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Sewer District Consolidation & Rate Restructuring

CONSOLIDATION

Why consolidate districts?
• Consolidation of sewer districts that flow to a
common WWTP will allow for more equitable
distribution of costs and ease the administrative
complexity.
• Consolidation will result in the sharing of annual
operation and maintenance costs as well as capital
costs across a larger number of users.
• Annual costs will be more reflective of the actual
benefit to the customer.
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RATE RESTRUCTURING

Sewer District Consolidation & Rate Restructuring

How are sewer rates structured now?
• Maintaining past practices, each of the four sewer districts are currently allocated a
portion of the costs of operations and maintenance (O&M) and capital costs for
collection and treatment of sewer without an explicit calculation of the actual
demands of each district.
Billing
Schedule
Single Family
Commercial
Annual Tax

Gallons
Cubic Foot
Gallons
Cubic Foot
Per $1000
Assessed
Value

General

Third Ave

Couse

$2.40/1000
$1.80/100
$2.50/1000
$1.87/100
$1.60

$3.50/1000
$2.625/100
$3.65/1000
$2.73/100
$0.42

$3.50/1000
$2.62/100
$3.65/1000
$2.73/100
$0.79

Hampton
flat rate
1 Family $39
2 Family $67.50
3 Family $96
4 Family $124
$1.40

• Sewer use O&M is billed based on metered water use on a quarterly or biannual
basis and debt service charges are determined based on property assessed value.
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Sewer District Consolidation & Rate Restructuring

How will the new rates be
structured?
• The Consolidated Sewer District will continue to utilize
metered water use (where possible) or a flat use rate
(when there is no meter) for operation and maintenance
costs
• The 2021 Schedule of Units utilizes a system for allocating
capital improvement costs to properties based upon land
use type according to property codes.

Cost
Operation and
maintenance
(Quarterly billing)
Debt Service (Annual)

$2.87
$3.84
$40.17
$45.91
$100.00

Assessment
Per 100 cf metered water use
Per 1000 gallons metered water
Minimum Use
Flat rate unmetered
Assigned Units

• Units are no longer based on assessed property value, as
assessed property value is not correlated to sewer benefit.
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RATE RESTRUCTURING

What else do I need to know?
• Properties will be charged sewer rent for operation and maintenance according to
metered water use or flat rate on a quarterly basis.
• Properties will be charged for capital improvement cost by Units assigned to
represent sewer benefit, according to the 2021 Schedule of Assessment Units on the
Tax Billing for the Consolidated Sewer District.
• Some types of properties with potentially higher sewer use are allocated Units
according to metered water use as compared to a base rate of use.
• Sewer rent for operation and maintenance, and capital costs are based on the
benefit of sewer service. These are service charges not taxes, so they are applicable
to all users, even tax exempt properties.
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Sewer District Consolidation & Rate Restructuring

Cost
Comparison

The General, Hampton Manor, Couse and Third Ave Sewer Districts
will be consolidated into the Consolidated General Sewer District.
Annual charge to a Single Family Home;
Current Districts compared to Consolidated
$500.00
$450.00
$400.00
$350.00

$432
$376

$300.00

$332

$250.00

$307

$237

$200.00
$150.00
$100.00
$50.00
$0.00
General

Hampton Manor

Couse

Third

Consolidated

These are estimates based upon the current data available for each property and the Estimated
2022 Budget. Operation and maintenance charges and/or capital improvement charges will
adjust as properties are updated, added, removed or re-developed within the Sewer District
and the next annual Budget is adopted.
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SUMMARY

• Many residential users will see a reduction in their annual
sewer bill after consolidation.
• Some commercial users – particularly commercial and
industrial – may see an increase in their annual sewer bill after
rates are restructured to reflect sewer use and not property
assessed value.
• All users will be charged for sewer service based on a formula
that is fair, equitable and transparent, as well as more
reflective of the actual benefit to the customer.
• If approved, these changes will take effect starting in January
2022.
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Sewer District Consolidation & Rate Restructuring

QUESTIONS?
Contact us anytime:
 (518) 452-1290
 tledder@delawareengineering.com
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