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East Greenbush Town Board,

The Natural Resources Work Group (NRWG) would like to thank you for your support of the Natural
Resources Inventory (NRI) project. Over the last year since the Town Board constituted the NRWG we
have worked to complete the NRI with assistance from the NYSDEC Hudson River Estuary Program.
The NRWG has sought public input throughout the process by hosting public presentations and
publishing project updates on the Town of East Greenbush's Website. The goal in creating this essential
tool for planning and development has been to prioritize the balance of growth while protecting our
resources and maintaining the exceptional quality of life for East Greenbush residents. The completed
NRI is comprised of twenty five maps and accompanying report documenting the towns naturally
occuring and cultural resources. The full NRI is available in digital form at

https://www.eastgreenbush.org/board-committees/natural-resources-work-group. The NRWG intends to
make printed editions available of the NRI after any requested updates are finalized.

The NRWG has compiled key recommendations developed from our work on the NRI. Among these
recommendations is that a Conservation Advisory Council be established to periodically update the
NRI while playing an advisory roll to help applicants through the planning board process. In the
following materials we provide our list of recommendations, a CAC fact sheet from the NYSDEC,
CAC resources and a copy of the 1971 East Greenbush Conservation Commission Law.

In the coming months the Town Board has the opportunity to review the completed NRI, hold a public
hearing, vote on NRI adoption and research the beneficial impacts a CAC could provide to East
Greenbush. The NRWG is always available to provide more information, receive comments and
answer any questions.

On Behalf of the East Greenbush Natural Resources Work Group I respectfully submit,

%r,_ Z L
..

Victoria Manieri (NRWG Chair)


https://www.eastgreenbush.org/board-committees/natural-resources-work-group

Page Left Intentionally Blank



Natural Resources Working Group Recommendations

The purpose of the Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) is to identify and document resources
located within the Town of East Greenbush including geology and soils, water resources, and
habitats, as well as sites of cultural, historic, recreation, and scenic importance. The inventory
will serve as an essential tool for Town Boards and Departments involved in zoning and
planning, residents, consultants, and potential developers.

The NRI highlights East Greenbush’s unique and important habitats, such as the globally rare
freshwater tidal wetlands of Papscanee Creek and Marsh along the Hudson River, large forest
blocks and meadows in the eastern portion of town, and two major stream systems (Mill Creek
and the North Branch Moordener Kill) that can sustain native trout. By protecting these habitats,
along with other important features like wetlands, riparian zones, and recreational access, the
residents of East Greenbush glean benefits such as clean water, buffer from weather extremes
(e.g., heat waves and flooding), increased recreation opportunities, and other rewards of living in
a green and healthy community.

During the process of creating the NRI, the Natural Resources Working Group, in consultation
with NYS DEC, compiled ideas and recommendations for how to encourage smart growth while
protecting our resources and quality of life for residents. Below are key recommendations:

1. Review existing Town of East Greenbush conservation commission local law (1971) to
revitalize a Conservation Advisory Council informed by the NYS model law detailed in
the state’s 1997 Open Space Planning Guide. This council will promote community
involvement in natural resource protection.

e Work with the Town Board, Planning Board, and Zoning Board of Appeals to advise on
environmental concerns with respect to land-use policy, planning, and decision-making.

o Advise in the development and revitalization of local environmental policies

o Assist with project review in the evaluation of environmental impacts to wetlands,
streams and associated buffer areas, forested lands, open space, and plant and
animal habitats of concern.

o Guidance on the purpose and establishment of such a Council can be found in
“Conservation Advisory Councils and Boards” by Westchester County
Department of Planning and the NYSDEC publication “Conservation Advisory
Councils and Boards, Building Capacity for Local Conservation in New York”

o Formalize the role of the CAC by creating a business plan

e Educate the public and foster environmental stewardship in the town

Research and pursue funding opportunities for conservation and stewardship activities

e Develop sustainable in-house GIS capacity. The GIS data underlying the NRI maps
should be archived with the Town. Encourage the Town to procure software or vendor
services to keep the NRI data up-to-date and fully utilize this rich spatial dataset.

e Update NRI as needed. The NRWG recommends that the NRI maps, related GIS data,
and report be updated every 5-10 years, as part of comprehensive plan updates, or as



https://clctrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/CAC-Model-local-law1.pdf
https://planning.westchestergov.com/images/stories/reports/CACguide97.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/remediation_hudson_pdf/cacfsheet.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/remediation_hudson_pdf/cacfsheet.pdf

needed to address natural resource or legal changes. Work with NYSDEC and Hudson
River Estuary Program to identify updates which may be needed.

2. Develop a strategic approach to protecting natural resources through actions such as:
e (reate an open space plan for the Town of East Greenbush that prioritizes open space

arcas
0

o

Define what residents value in open space in EG
* Look at Rensselaer Land Trust (RTL) community values survey
= In Community survey to town residents in 2005 for Land Use Plan Update
and Zoning Study, 65% of respondents feel that it is very important that
natural resources be protected during development
Use maps from the NRI to identify key areas of open space in EG (private and
public)
Prioritize areas for protection
Identify a range of strategies to conserve resources and develop an action plan
Consult with local land trusts (like RLT) to identify opportunities for conservation
of land for the town and interested residents
= provide information to residents about creating conservation easements.

e Protect and improve water resources for people and wildlife

(0)

Assess infrastructure in town that influences runoff into local streams and lakes,
wetlands and flood control. Conduct a town-wide culvert assessment.
= NYSDEC best management practices for stormwater management should
be adopted to further preserve the integrity of these resources. (New Scot
p25)
Implement riparian zone protection policies and restoration efforts
= Leverage NYSDEC Trees-for-Tribs resources
Identify and assess potential sources of pollution, including to aquifers. Consider
implementing a Critical Aquifer Recharge Area overlay zone.
Increase public access to water for recreation
Hampton Manor Lake is part of the NYSDEC Lake Condition Inventory (LCI)
and its water quality sampled and evaluated regularly. Work with NYSDEC on
data collection efforts, stay informed about changing lake conditions, and identify
strategies to preserve or enhance the lake.

e Protect and enhance our forest resources and urban trees to protect wildlife and water
quality and help mitigate impacts of heat waves

(0)
(0)

Encourage private forest owners to develop sustainable forest management plans
Develop sustainable forest management laws and programs at the town level

= Discourage fragmentation of large forest blocks
Implement a forest management local law that addresses the unique
characteristics of these forests in need of protection and provides forest owners
clarity regarding forestry operations
Identify and enhance urban forests

= Encourage tree plantings (tap into state programs like Trees for Tribs)

= Apply for funding through DEC to develop an urban tree inventory

e Protect our town’s unique plants, animals, and habitats



0

Use the information and maps from the NRI, especially the Significant Ecological
Features Map

Maintain habitat connectivity both on-site and with the surrounding area.

Promote bird and pollinators by encouraging native plantings on town land and on
new development sites

Encourage local surveys to identify currently unmapped wetlands and vernal
pools

e Agricultural resources - Recognize importance of agriculture, and promote innovative
practices among farmers that enhance viability of ag business while protecting water, etc.

3. Encourage smart growth and development to protect resources while boosting the
economy and increasing the efficiency of project review.
e Adopt development review procedures that consider natural resources as early as possible

0
(0)
()

Involve the CAC with application review
Use the NRI when evaluating development applications
Develop a checklist of steps for developers to ensure steps are taken when
working on applications
Encourage developers to use the NRI when creating their applications
Offer pre-application meetings with the CAC for developers to discuss natural
resource protections early in the design process
Require site assessments before development to identify natural resources
» Wetlands - federal wetland maps are considered incomplete and before
development occurs, a wetland biologist should conduct a site visit to
determine possible federal wetlands.
Establish habitat assessment guidelines to identify significant habitats on sites and
strategies to minimize impacts before initiation of SEQR
Make NRI GIS data, such as maps, layers and shapefiles, and attribute tables,
available to Land Development Review applicants to incorporate in their site
planning and drafting processes

e Update local zoning laws and develop incentives to promote the protection of natural
resources

()
0

Explore the use of conservation overlay districts for stream corridors and aquifers
Promote healthy wetlands by maintaining large forested buffers as recommended
by state wetland experts (~130 feet recommended by NYNHP 2018,
http://www.nynhp.org/epa-adjacent-areas)

Strengthen Conservation Analysis Code to encourage cluster development and
conservation subdivision design based on conservation analysis

Encourage redevelopment or retrofitting of existing sites/structures to minimize
the disturbance of new lands

Include natural resource considerations when evaluating the extension of public
utilities, such as water supply and sanitary sewer, as these actions lead to future
development

e Engage local businesses in partnerships to help promote the goals of the CAC

4. Position East Greenbush to be prepared and resilient in a changing climate



e Plan ahead for more frequent extreme weather events and sea level rise in the Hudson
River corridor by conducting a climate vulnerability assessment.

o Increase flooding resiliency — consider sea level rise and storm surge, stormwater,
riparian areas, floodplains. Allow water to move freely by discouraging floodplain
development.

o Prepare for and mitigate effects of extreme temperatures/heatwaves (e.g., enhance
trees plantings to curb urban heat island effects)

o Encourage sustainable shorelines and limit new development within tidal wetland
pathways

o Address emergency response issues as part of the resiliency dialog, especially in
vulnerable parts of Town, such as the Papscanee Island corridor

e The Town should promote climate conscious practices including obtaining Climate Smart
Certification, which provides a framework for actions that help reduce risks and costs
associated with a quickly changing climate and mitigate emissions.

5. Improve outdoor recreation opportunities and access to natural and scenic areas

e The town should strive to grow bicycle and pedestrian connections between key parts of
town (neighborhoods, schools, commercial areas), including parks and protected lands.
The incoming multi-use path (AHET) will provide a backbone to which other paths and
sidewalks can connect and eventually provide a valuable network of safe linkages to many
parts of town. The NRWG encourages the Town to implement the action items identified
during the the 2018 Complete Streets Workshop, such as adopting a Complete Streets
resolution and creating a priority bike/ped network.

e Develop a funding strategy for components of the Amenities plan to create and maintain
more recreational spaces for residents.

e Papscanee Island County Nature Preserve is the only formal preserve in the town
dedicated to conservation, but is likely unknown to many residents since it is far from the
core residential areas. The town could help highlight and promote use of the park, such as
by including wildlife sightings from the park in the town media.

6. Preserve and enhance important Scenic and Historic resources

e Encourage re-use of remaining historic buildings with emphasis on restoration of altered
exterior features (engage Town Historian in providing photos, renderings, newspaper
articles and other documentation of original building characteristics and landscaping).

e (reate a community restoration/revitalization program through public-private partnerships
with local banks, community loan funds and charitable foundations leveraged by matching
funds from cash amenities paid to the Town from private developers. Establish a pool of
money that will provide small loans and/or matching grants to owners of historically
significant structures (50+ years old).

e Encourage adaptive re-use of deteriorating, abandoned or under-utilized commercial,
civic, religious and municipal buildings that do not conform to current zoning through
expansion of special use permits, creation of historic preservation overlay districts
(possibly the Columbia Turnpike corridor) or other special approval processes that will
streamline individual re-development plans for historically significant properties.



e C(reate a listing/catalog of federal, State & private resources (historic preservation & low
income housing tax credits, energy conservation grants, NYSERDA incentives, NYS
Federal Home Loan Bank “Community Lending Programs,” Capital District
Community Loan Fund programs and products, etc.) made available to private
developers and existing property owners that will assist in utilizing historic properties for
affordable housing, business district revitalization and neighborhood preservation.

e For scenic roads, look for opportunities to create safe pull-offs for cars to allow residents
to enjoy the scenery, including sunsets and fireworks displays.
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What is a Natural Resources Inventory?

The purpose of a Natural Resources Inventory (or NRI) is to identify and document naturally
occurring resources including geology and soils; water resources; habitats and wildlife; sites of
cultural, historic, recreational, and scenic importance; existing land use; and climate conditions
within an area.

The Town of East Greenbush Natural Resources Work Group (NRWG) was convened in Spring,
2018, consisting of volunteers who reside in East Greenbush and have experience in land use,
conservation, open space planning, civil engineering and historic preservation. This group has
been tasked with the creation of a Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) and was awarded technical
assistance and mapping support services from Cornell University and the Hudson River Estuary
Program of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation at no cost to the
Town.

The NRI is comprised of 25 maps and an accompanying report with narrative descriptions,
supporting data tables, and recommendations.

Where can the NRI be found?

The NRI and more information on the project can be found on the Town of East Greenbush
webpage under Boards and Committees -Natural Resources Work Group

https://www.eastgreenbush.org/board-committees/natural-resources-work-group

Question and comments about the NRI can be made to nri@eastgreenbush.org.

CAC Resources:

NYS Enabling Legislation: https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/GMU/239-Y

NYSACC:

o http://nysaccny.org/how-to-form-a-cac

o Fact sheet about NYS enabling legislation:
http://www.nysaccny.org/content/cacinfo/article 1 2f.pdf

Westchester County white paper:
https://www.westchestergov.com/planning/environmental/Reports/CAC%20Guide.pdf


mailto:nri@eastgreenbush.org
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/GMU/239-Y
http://www.nysaccny.org/content/cacinfo/article12f.pdf
https://www.westchestergov.com/planning/environmental/Reports/CAC%20Guide.pdf
http://nysaccny.org/how-to-form-a-cac
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ADVISORY COUNCILS AND BOARDS

Building Capacity for Local Conservation in New York

What is a Conservation Advisory Council (CAC)?

In municipalities throughout New York, Conservation Advisory
Councils (CACs) and Conservation Boards (CBs) advise local
governing boards, planning boards, and zoning boards of appeals on
matters related to the environment. By providing a scientific perspective
on land-use planning and decision-making in their communities, CACs
and CBs contribute to the conservation and improvement of the local

environment and quality of life for residents.

In their municipal roles, CACs and CBs develop town-wide inventories of
natural resources and open space, conduct research, review
development proposals, conduct site visits, deliver education programs,
implement stewardship projects, and gather and distribute information to
other town agencies, land-use applicants, and the general public.

How do CACs or CBs benefit local governments?

CACs and CBs provide a formal structure within local governments for
natural resource-based planning and advising on environmental matters.

Photo: Laura Heady

Because the CAC or CB can do some of the “legwork” associated with

planning and environmental reviews, it can extend the work of a time-strapped planning board. The CAC can help to
provide more thorough information about natural resources at a site and a more detailed analysis of planning issues and
environmental impacts, resulting in a more comprehensive base of information for the land-use decision-making carried
out by the planning board and by other local agencies. CACs can also help to raise environmental awareness, educate
the public, and coordinate municipal officials, government agencies, and outside groups engaged in local or inter-

RESOURCES FOR CACs and CBs:

e New York State Association of Conservation Commissions
WWW.nysaccny.org

e A Guide to the Organization of Local Environmental
Advisory Councils
http://planning.westchestergov.com/images/stories/reports/
CACqguide97.pdf

Environmental Leaders Learning Alliance
Conservation Accreditation Program Training Course

www.ellahhh.net/ella-cap-program-training-course

Conserving Natural Areas and Wildlife in Your Community

www.dec.ny.gov/lands/50083.html

e Creating a Natural Resources Inventory
www.dec.ny.gov/lands/100925.html

e New York State Local Open Space Planning Guide

http://www.dos.ny.gov/lg/publications/Local_Open_Space__
Planning_Guide.pdf

municipal environmental planning or stewardship efforts.

How is a CAC or CB established?

CACs and CBs are established by a municipality under
Article 12-F Section 239-x of NYS General Municipal
Law and are sometimes called environmental
commissions. A CAC may be established by ordinance
or by local law and is composed of 3-9 residents
appointed by the local governing board. Members should
have a strong interest in the mission of the council, the
time and willingness to work on CAC tasks, and
willingness and ability to work cooperatively with other
municipal agencies. It is helpful to have some members
with knowledge and experience in the environmental
sciences, planning, engineering, and law; however, there
are no minimum professional qualifications. CAC
members with an eagerness to learn are equally valuable
and can attend trainings and educational opportunities to
build their knowledge and skills.

A Program of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

www.dec.ny.gov


http://www.nysaccny.org/
http://planning.westchestergov.com/images/stories/reports/CACguide97.pdf
http://planning.westchestergov.com/images/stories/reports/CACguide97.pdf
http://www.ellahhh.net/ella-cap-program-training-course
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/50083.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/100925.html
http://www.dos.ny.gov/lg/publications/Local_Open_Space_Planning_Guide.pdf
http://www.dos.ny.gov/lg/publications/Local_Open_Space_Planning_Guide.pdf
http://www.dos.ny.gov/lg/publications/Local_Open_Space_Planning_Guide.pdf
http://www.dos.ny.gov/lg/publications/Local_Open_Space_Planning_Guide.pdf
http://www.dos.ny.gov/lg/publications/Local_Open_Space_Planning_Guide.pdf

Open Space Definition

“Any area characterized by natural scenic beauty or, whose
existing openness, natural condition or present state of use, if
preserved, would enhance the present or potential value of abutting
or surrounding development or would establish a desirable pattern
of development or would offer substantial conformance with the
planning objectives of the municipality or would maintain or
enhance the conservation of natural or scenic resources.”

- NYS General Municipal Law Article 12-F Section 239-x

Natural Resource and Open Space Inventories

State enabling legislation directs CACs to complete an open
space inventory (OSI) prioritizing open areas in a municipality for
conservation based on natural, scenic, and cultural values. A
natural resources inventory is the implicit foundation for an OSI
and serves to identify and describe naturally occurring resources.
On the basis of this information, an OSlI lists important lands in the
community according to priority for conservation or acquisition and
displays them on an open space map. An OSl is often developed
within a broader open space plan, which outlines strategies for
the use and conservation of priority lands, and serves to

| t and inf the | | h . | Priority Open Space Areas, Town of Pleasant Valley Open
complement and inform the local comprenensive plan. Space and Farmland Plan (2013)

Conservation Board Status

DEVELOPING A STRONG ADVISORY ROLE: When a local legislature adopts the open space

e Establish good working relationships with other local

inventory and map prepared by the CAC, the inventory

agency members by regularly attending their meetings. becomes the official open space index for the

Take a collaborative, constructive approach.

municipality. The legislature may then pass a
resolution to designate the CAC as a conservation

e Maintain a scientific, objective perspective. board (CB). A CB remains advisory; however, it
* Build expertise by attending educational trainings. acquires a formal role in the environmental review
e Engage from the start of a project. process for any proposed actions on properties listed

e Provide reviews and recommendations in a timely fashion.

e Ask questions!

Natural resource maps compiled
by the Rhinebeck CAB are used to
inform environmental review.

in the open space index. In some municipalities, CBs
are asked to comment on all projects—not just those
included in the index. In others, CACs are asked to
provide reviews without having acquired board status.

CASE STUDY: Town of Rhinebeck Conservation Advisory Board (CAB)

In the Town of Rhinebeck in Dutchess County, the CAB provides natural
resource information to the planning board for all new development proposals.
The CAB maintains a database of publicly available information about soil, slopes,
habitats, floodplains, wetlands, etc. When a new proposal is referred to the CAB,
the members use computer mapping software to prepare site-specific maps and
identify sensitive natural resources for the planning board. The Rhinebeck CAB also
maintains a database of habitat-based conservation recommendations from
scientific reports and literature. For each development project before the planning
board, the CAB assembles a set of development guidelines based on the types and
configuration of habitats shown on the natural resource maps they've created. The
maps and recommendations provide objective, science-based information to the
land use review process. In one instance, the CAB maps alerted the planning board
of an area protected by the town’s wetland watershed zoning provisions and
changes were made to the project design. The planning board now relies on the
CAB'’s analysis and provides a site resource analysis assessment checklist to
applicants to streamline the review process and get everyone on the same page.

Hudson River Estuary Program | New York State Department of Environmental Conservation



At a Meeting of the Town Board of
The Town of East Greenbush, County of
Rensselaer, State of New York, held
at the Town Hall in the Town of ZBast
. Greenbush on the 6th day of Fanuaryys
1971 ' ~ -
PRESENT:
Supervisor John S, Devey
Councilman Michael J. Colabelli
Councilman Kenneth G. Orvis
Councilwoman Ruth A. Holbein
Councilman Millard C. Mull
WHEREAS, pursuant to a Resolution duly adopted by the
Town Board of the Town of East Greenbush, . County of Rensselaer,
State of New York, on the 2nd day of fpeceﬁhérgquguthe Town
Clerk of the Town of East Greenbmsh, County of Rensselaer, State
of New York, did cause to be published in the Troy Record, the
official newspaper of the Town of Eat Greenbush, County of
Rensselaer, State of New York, and being a newspaper published
in the County of Rensselaer, State of New York, and having a
general circulation in said Town, a public notice of a public
hearing to consider the adoption of a local law to provide for
a commission of the Town of East Greenbush, Rensselaer County,
New York, for the conservation of the enviromment of the Town
of East Greenbush, Rensselaer County, New York to be known as
the Commission of the Town of East Greenbush, Rensselaer County,
New York for the comservation of the environment; and
WHEREAS, said notice was published in the Troy Record
on the 16th day of December, 1970; and
WHERFAS, pursuant to said Resolution of said Town Board,
the Town Clerk of the Town of East Greenbush, County of Rensselaer
State of New York, posted in éccordance with Section 130 of the
New York State Town Law, said notice on the 16th day of.December,

1970, on the sign boérd maintained by said Town Clerk in accordanc

with Section 30 of the New York State Town Law, in the Town Hall

(]

in said Town; and



WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of East Greenbush,
Couniy of Rensselaer, State of New Ybrk, did pursuant to said
notice conduct a public hearing at the Town Hall in the Town of
East Greenbush, County of ﬁensselaer, State of New York, on the

29th day of December ,1970, at 8:00  o'clock in the evening

of said day, with respect to the proposed adoption of said local law

WHEREAS,; the Town Board of the To wn of East Greenbush,
County of Rensselaer, State of New York, after due deliberation
deemed it to be to the best interests of said Town of East Green-
bush, County of Rensselaer, State of New York, and the residents
thereof, that such local law be enacted as proposed;

THEREFORE, be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town:
of East Greenbush, Rensselaer County, New York, as Local Law
Number 1 of the year 1971 a local law to provide for a commission
of the Town of East Greenbush, Rensselaer County, New York, for
the conservation of the environment of the Toéwh of East Greenbush,
Rensselaer County, New York to be known as the Commission of the
Town of Fast Greenbush, Rensselaer County, New York for the
conservation of the environment. Said Local Law shall provide as

follows:




BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk of the
Town of East Greenbush, County of Rensselaer, State of New York
file one certified copy of said local law in her office and
that one certified copy be filed in the office of the State
Comptroller and three certified copiss in the office of the
Secretary of State within five days of the date of enactment,
The foregoing was duly moved by Councilman Orvis,

Seconded by Councilman Colabelli and put to a vote resulting as

follows:
Supe rvisor Devey V@TING; YES
Councilman Colabelli VOTING = YBS
Councilwoman Holbein VOTING - YES
Councilman Orvis VOTING ' YES

Councilman Mull VOTING YES
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Section 1. Definitions.

own of ant Greenbush, Rengselaer Countj,

New York;

i
| R |
(b) town ‘board shall moan the Town Board of the Town of East
, i ; :
Greenbush, Rensselaer County, New York; and

2:

;:(c) supervisor of the town shall mean the Town Supervisor

of the Town of Fﬂﬂﬁ Groonbnqh Ronaqo]nov County, New

York.

Section 2. Legislative i.ntéht‘l%.

:QThe preservatlon and 1mprovement of the quality of the natural

n

.and man-made environment w1th1n the Town of East Greenbush, Rensselger

f&County, New York, in the face of populatlon growth, urbanization and

'*technologgcal change with thLr accompanynnp demands on natural

x
t

" I’esour'ce ig found to be of .l"nCI’Oafl mpf, and vibal dmporlanco I the

’"health welfare and economlc wcll bOan nf the residenta of the town.

!

:.It is recognized that the preaorvabnon and improvement of bLhe natural

= and man-made environment 1s, 11keW1se of vital importance to the

{

(If additional space is needed, please attach sheets of the same size as this and number cach)~3zem
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health, welfare and economic wéi?—béing of future residents of the town.

. It is recognized that the bioldg{caliintegrity of the nabtural envorin-
ment on which man is dependent.fdr survival and the natural snd functional
',beauﬁy of our surroundings whiéhfconﬂition the quality of mants life
'éxperience cannot be protecbedlwithoﬁt town pgovernment talding proper steps
to preserve such biological inﬁeériﬁ& and Toatering the preservation of

" the natural and functional beaut§ ofgthe town. Tt is also recopgnized

that proper cooperation and parficipétion of intrested residents of the
H‘town working in partnership withélocal and state agencies and with various

ublic and private institutions, agencics and orpanizations is required to
2 S b} -

=N

effectively deal with environmental problems within tho town. It is

recognized that establishment of a town: conmission for conversation of
' the environment is a necessary sﬁep'ﬁn fostering wnified action on
"environmental problems and that Suchia cormission will perform a useful
and necessary service in advisihg the town board with respect to environ-
mental problems and possible solutions thereof; it is further recognized
that the advise of such a commissioﬁ will aid the Planning Board of the
Town 1in blanning where envirommental factors are of legitimnte town con-
cern; and it is further recognizéd that review procedures with respect
‘to buildings and sub-division building and other changes in the natural
environment are within the proper and legitimate scope of such a cormmission,
It is further recopnized that suéh obmmisninn should work closely with the
town board. : |

Section 3. HEatablisnment of commission.

There is hcreby created and established ss part of Lho tewn Fovern-
ment of the town a commission toibegknown as The Commlssion of the Town of
Eagt Greenbush, Rensselaer County, New York for the conservation of the
environment. The Commizsion of the Town of East Greensubh, Rensselaer
County, New York for tho conacrvalion of tho cnvivonmonl is hoercinaltbor
referred to asa the comniaaion

.8ection li. Memborahips

The commission shall consist of seven (7) members each of whom
shall be appointed by the tbwn;board for a term of three (3) years to
expire on the thirty-first (31[ ﬁay nf December of the third (3) year

of such term; providod, however,. that of the seven (7) vberas Fival



'

appointed three (3) ahall be appointed for a tLerd bo cxpire on the Ehirty-

first (31) day or December, 1971{:tw0 (2) shall be appointed for a term

to expire on the thirty-first (31) déy of December, 1972 and two (2) shall
be appointed for a term to OXpiPé;ﬁnithC thirty-Tirst (31) day of December,
1973. BEach member of the cnmmiSsion?shnl] gerve mmtil the cxpiration of
his term and until his successorp has;been appointed unless removed. A
person appointed to fill a\mcancyioﬁfthe commigsion nccurring other than
by reason of expiration nf a tormfﬂh311 serye iNtil the expiration of the
term so filled and unbil his_succéuJor has been appointed unless removed.

' Anything herein to the contrary’hétwithstamdjnm, any member of the com-
'bmission may be removed, either ﬁith'ar without cause, by the town board.

No member of the commission shalltsegve more than two (2) caonsecutive

" terms except that no term of 1eéséthén three (3) years shall be counted

as a term for the purpose »f thiﬂflimitntinn nor ahnll this Timitation bho
 cons?rued to, in any event, proﬁiéitth former member of the coumission
frgg a%pointed to £ill s vacancy ;esuitlnm from the death, resipnatim or
‘removal of a member of the oommlqélnn. Bvery member of the commiasgion

- shall be a resident of the town. Any official of the town may be appointed
;'to‘thé commission. Any member of the town planning board or of any board
F;or agency of the town other than thc town planning board of appeals may be

5appointed to the commission. jéf

-Section 5. Ex-officio mombnrq.“f j

_i

The town shall annually app01n+ one (1) or more of ibs members as an
‘ex-officlo member, or ex-off101o members, of the commission for a term to
.:expire on the thirty-first (31) dny of Janmanry of the yoar Collowing
véppointment. The Chajirmnn »f the Plunnlnp Bonrd of the "Town of Rnat Groen-

bush, Rensselaer County, New Yorx, and the Chairman of the Zoning Board of
4?Appeals of the Town of East Greonbunh, Rensselner County, New York and the
'“Superintendent of Highways of the ann of' Bast Greenbush, Rensselaer County,
~fNew York shall be an ex-officio member of the commission unless appointed

i

a member of the commission, The;ﬁbwd‘board may appaint, snd at pleasure

' remove guch otheor ox-offilclo mﬂmbﬂri of Ltho comminition nn L may doboermino
] ’ -

upon.f No ex-officio member of Lhni ommquﬁun ahall have sny ripghl Lo vote

a8 a ﬁember of the comminsion hu .mnv nndichtn hin npprovnl or diagnpproval
4of any report of the commission td,the town board or any hoard, department

“or agency of the town thereon.




 Bection 6. OfflCPTS, meetings and rules and procedures.

y dem{fn 1te a member of the commigsion to

The town bonrd shall annua'

fact as chairman thereof. The Town Board shall anmially designate a member

- of the commission to act as vic o—chalrman thoronf Tho town board shall
Sy

Mannually desipgnate a member of the comml gion to act as secretary thereof.

-t 1

‘-Each Officer shall serve ag such unt 1 thp thirty- fwrst (31) day of

January of the year following the yenr nf his desipgnation ags such and until
l

his guccessor aa sguch hag been. deqmpnafnd " No ex-nfficio member of the

commission shall ssrve as an offxcer;therenf. The commission shall adopt,

and may from tims to time qmand rules and procesures for its meetinps. The

‘commission shall keep accurate records of its meetings and activities.

[

Section 7. Powers and duties of?thefcommissiont

The powera and dutios of:the Cbmmiqﬂinn ghnll be {o:

i

(1) Advise the town board and tho town planning board on matters

affecting the preservatmon, development, and use of the natural

x

‘and man-made features of thp tn insofar as beanty, quality,
blologlcal 1ntegr1ty and other environmental factors are con-

cerned and, in the caSe Qf man's activities and developments,

i

with remnrd to any maior thrvnts poaed to an;rnnnnnbal quality,

S0 a8 to enhance the 1ong range value of the oenviroament to

the people of the fown-

!
l

(2) Develop and, nffnr POC@TVIH" approval by roeaolnbion of the town

board conduct such prngnm so approved, of public information

B

in the town which nhqll be deairned L foater incrensed under-
atanding of the nnturo ni envirormontal problems and Tamion and

support for their soWutLon-

7
R

(3) Conduct studies, surveys; and inventaies of the natural and
o

man-made features wi,hinLthe town and zuch other atudies and

surveys as may be necessery to cany out the general purpaes

of this Local Law;:

¢

(l4) Matntnin an up- tzf"—flu!j;_r: ‘rllvnntrn-y or dndex off all opon apneon In
publiec or priveate OWHaruhjp within bthe muanicipalitLy, Tnelbading,

but not Limited Lo natupsl Landmarks, rlacial and olhor preomorphic

or phyaiopraphle fes gn*wh; atreoma and Lhelr ool plaing, awamps




(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

‘marshlands and other wetlands; scenic and other open areas of

natural or ecological value; and of the ownership, present use,

and proposed use of such open aeas sn as to provide a base of in-

formation Tor recommendations by the commission for their

P
'

preservation and/or use;.

Seeck tn cnordinntc,i&mni@t, and umify Lha offortsg of private
groups, instltutiong; and individuals within the town in accord
with the purposes df;this Local Law;

Maintain liaison andtcomﬁunication with public and private agencie

and organizations ofyloch state and national scope whose pro-

gramg have an import on the quality of the environment or which

can be of anhintnnno‘to‘fho comminaion;

Appoint residents of the town as 1inison memhers of the commission,
to act without vote.és lﬁdson with private agencies and organiza-
tions whose programthaVé an import on the quality of the environ-
ment or which can be{of assistance to the commission;

Working in cooperatian with the town planning bhoard, recommend
from time to time tB;bhn?tnwn bhonrd Teatures, plang and programs
relating to environmental improvement for inclusion in the master
plan of the town and recommend appropriate and desirable changes
in existing Local Laws and ordinances of the town relating to
envirommental control and recommend new Local Iaws and ordinances
relating o onvironﬁqnnaj controls;

Proparo, print nnd dlabribobe booler, mapa, charba and pamphloln

in accordnnce with the plrposes of this Local law;

(10) Obtain, and maintain in orderly fashion, maps, reports, books and

f11)

"mission deems advisable;:

other publications ts support the necessary researches of the
commission into local environmental conditions;

To the extent both pfncticnbln and deemed sdviaablo by the com-
miaggion, Lo advino 3'!':}1}; l:.éan platning boned nnd o Cielala ol Lhe
town concerning the éffeét of proposed sudeivJainns and highways
on the enviromment iﬁcluding drainage and soil conservation and

make such recommendations” in connection therewith as the com-

i

f



(12) carry out such othéridutics'as may be assipned to the

a

commission from t;me tO‘tlme by the town bourd or by

Local Law or ordlnance of the town.

Section 8. Acceptance of giffbﬁ

: .

When authorized by reqolution OJ the town hoard, Ghe commission may

~accept any gift, pgrant, deed, dnvxso or boquc ol property, real and/or

" personel, in the namo ol the toWh’fof the purpose of conserving and other-

wise properly utilizing open spac g and other land and water resources

;rw1th1n the boundary of the towna Any such gift, grant, deed or devise of

' .real proprty may be accepted in feeior any lesser interest Gherein may
- be accepted such as, among other interests or rights, development rights, .
g conservatlon and other easementé, covenants and contractual rights and any

conveyance ol renl property may bo éccepted with limlitations or reveraions.
Section 9. Reports. 3 E B

i

The commission shall submnt an annual report te the town board not
‘later than the thirty-first (31) day of January of each year concerning

the activities and work of the comm 8sion and fraw time to time shall

f

'subml such reports and recommendations as may be necessary to fulfill the
purposes of this Locol Law. ;2 ‘

b v
3

Section 10. Compcn sation an d expenues.

Neither any member of thefcomm2881on nor any ex-officio member of
"the commission nor any liaison mcmbér of the commisgsion shall rcceive any
‘Q”compensatlon for his serv1oes:as a member, ex-~officio maember or liaison
member of the commisaion but éiﬁ@nscs previoualy authoriad by Lho town
“hoard may, to tho oxbenl ol guch nulhnrizuhinn, may boe rveimburned any
such member cxcept that thig prov1;7on ahall not be construed to authorize
any unlawful reimbursement oiiaﬁy tpwn board menber who 13 2 member,
ex-officio member or liaison meﬁbefgof the commission. Jhe supervisor
 of ‘the town shall be the fiscaléagegt of the commission. No expenditure
of town funds shall be made on Bohajf of the commission except as
bappropfiatnd and author ized by ﬁha;iown bhoard.

Section 11. Connbruction.

This Tocnl Law shall be deewmed an cxerecise of Lhe powers of ko
town board to preserve and-imprvavuwc quality of Lhe natursl md man=-
made environment on behalf of the present and future inhabitants of

the town.



. " .
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~Section 12. Geverebility.

If any clause, sentenceo, pérugraph, nedtfnn or part ol this Local
Law éhall he adindeed by any cmn%'t; ol compe Lent, jurisdicbtion Lo be
invalid, such Judgment shall not;affbcb the remainder of thius Local Law
but shall be confined in its opefatibn to the clause, sentence, paragraph,
section or part of this Local Law di}eotly involvea in Ghe controversy in
which such Judgment shall have been rendered.

Section 13. ‘Yitle.

This Local Law shall be entitied A Local Law of* the Town ol lsast
Greenbush, Rensselser County, New Ydrk establishing and providing for a
commission of the Town of &Rast Greenbush, Rensselaer County, New York for
the congervatlion of the environmént of the Town of kast Greecnbush,
Rensselaer County, Wew York to‘bé khown az the Commission ol the Town of
Kast Greehbush, Rensselacr County, New York for thoe conservabion of the
environment. ‘This Locoal Law méyfbc;cihed accordingly. this Local [Law

may also be cited by year and numbe? of passage.

Section 1. Hffoctive date. This Local TLaw shall take cflfock

February 1, 1971.
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