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What is an NRI?

Geology & soils
Water Resources
Habitats

Land Use
Climate Conditions

Cultural Resources
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Why inventory natural resources?

Foundation for
comprehensive planning &
zoning

ey © Valuable tool for land use

, Natural
“+=f Resources
Nneed © Educate landowners and

planning

developers
e Keep track of “big picture”



East Greenbush NRI

NRWG Volunteers: With support from:
Victoria Manieri (Chair) Ingrid Haeckel

Jennifer Dean (DEC Hudson River Estuary
Jennifer Hixon Program)

Andrew Varuzzo
(Cornell GIS Intern)

Nick Conrad and David Hunt
(Rensselaer Land Trust)

Nancy Kupiec (Planning Board)
Andrew Poitras

Bob Wood
Adam Yagelski (Town Planner)

Guy Warner (Town Board)

Tina Tierney (Town Board)



Land Use

A 10% increase in
impervious cover can
double runoff and
increase flood risk by
28%

(United States EPA)
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Habitats & Significant Ecological Features
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15. Significant Ecological
Features
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Large Forests

Forest blocks provide
many benefits

* Habitat for forest-interior species

* Serve as corridors for wildlife
movement and plant dispersal

* Help protect water quality

* Reduced exposure to invasive species

* Increased quality of life

200 — 1,999 acres — Stepping Stone Forest

2,000 — 5,999 acres - Locally Significant Forest

Important Forest Interiors







Floodplains and Riparian Areas

Provides critical
habitat

Control flooding

Reduce damage
from storm surge

Recharge
groundwater

Filter & purify
surface water

Provide
recreational
opportunities
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11. Floodplains and Riparian
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Wetlands

Wetlands can remove or trap:
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critical wildlife
habitat

(Ecological Society of America)
. Cleaner water
. outflow

A single acre of wetland
can store 1-1.5 million
gallons of floodwater

Gipundm;hter
L flow

Bacteria ) A
break down

¥ § - l“.: i ! b / "x_, A pr ' b Vs p >
| ‘ J S '. & — = \'§=' .
X | 7 \ A K Slow release
"cgntaminants e Sal uﬂgted eat %

" of stored water | Stream (United States EPA)
fores water ZSEEERENE
S e NEWYORK | Departmentof | Hudson River
How wetlands work

Environmental

Estuary Program
Conservation




Climate Trends
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19A. Sea Level Rise
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Agricultural Resources
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23. Agricultural Resources
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Outdoor Recreation & Scenic Areas
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e Grow bicycle &
pedestrian
connections

e Develop funding
strategy for
amenities plan

e Highlight &
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recreation areas
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24. Conservation, Recreation
& Scenic Areas
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Cultural Preservation

Encourage re-use
of remaining
historic buildings
Create community
restoration
program
Encourage
adaptive re-use
with overlay
district or special
approval process
Create database of
resources
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25. Historic Preservation
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Recommendations

e Revitalize a Conservation Advisory Council
(CAC) to promote community involvement in
natural resource protection

e Develop a strategic approach to natural resources
e Encourage smart growth & development

e Position East Greenbush to be prepared and
resilient in a changing climate

e Improve outdoor recreation opportunities and
access to natural and scenic areas

e Preserve and enhance important historic
resources



Viewing Tax Parcels
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Maps and full NRI report available online:
https://www.eastgreenbush.org/departments/planning-zoning/natural-resources-inve

ntory

Recommendations Memo:

https://www.eastgreenbush.org/application//5515/5907/0070/NRI_Planningmeetingp

acket-FINAL.pdf

Questions & comments:E-mail: nri(@eastgreenbush.org

Hudson River Estuary Program:
http://hudson.dnr.cals.cornell.edu/
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